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the history of Valle Crucis. In 1842, Bishop
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is now operated by the Episcopal Diocese
of Western North Carolina as a camp and
conference center.
Valle Crucis, settled in 1780 by Samuel
Hix, means “Valley of the Cross” and is
named for the creeks that converge with
the Watauga River in the form of a cross.
Before leaving the valley, be sure to visit
the Mast Farm Inn. The farm, established
in 1812, is one of the best preserved 19th
century farms in Western North Carolina
and is listed in the National Register of
Historic Places. Stop at the Mast General
Store in Valle Crucis to see an authentic
general store that opened in 1882. Take a
right on Broadside Road to see the Mast
Farm Inn and General Store Annex.
Continuing on N.C. 194 after
leaving Valle Crucis, notice the unusual
barn on the right while climbing out of
the valley. The Baird Barn, built in the late
19th or early 20th century, is an excellent
example of a transverse crib barn.
The byway ends in the community
of Vilas at the intersection of N.C. 194
and U.S. 321/421 north of Boone.

Length: 17 miles
Drive Time: 45 minutes
Counties: Avery and 		
Watauga
Note: The route is
not recommended for
recreational vehicles 
or buses.
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